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OUTLINE OP THE HISTORY OP THE ARABS

PART II - THE UMAYYAD. 'ABBASID AND PATIMID CALIPHATES

The Umayyad Caliphs - Period of Spanish Conquest (See Note 1)

After the assassination of 'All, Mu ' awlyah became Caliph. By
exercising tact and magnanimity and by a clever use of his vast wealth
he changed the Islamic government from that of an army of occupation
to a workable administrative system. He made Damascus his capital, so
that Syria rather than Arabia or 'Iraq became the central province of
the new empire. He also established the succession as a matter to be
determined by inheritance.

During Mu' awlyah' s reign large sections of North Africa were
conquered in the west and the Muslim armies crossed the Oxus River in
the east. The Caliph's wife and many of the leading members of his
court were Christians so that during his reign and that of his son,
excellent relationships existed with the minorities. At the same time,
Mu' awlyah raided the Byzantine territory every summer and threatened
the trade of Constantinople with his new fleets.

Al-Hasan, the elder son of 'All, either died or was murdered in
al-Madlnah. During the reign of Yazld , 'All's younger son, al-Husayn
was killed at Karbala which became a holy Shi 'ah city. In Yazld 's
time the serious revolt of Ibn al-Zubayr was checked in Arabia and the
Ka'bah accidentally burned. These events, as well as his fondness for
wine and revelry, made Yazld greatly disliked.

'Abd al-Malik expanded the empire mainly through the loyal ser-
vices of two great soldiers and able rulers. The first of these, Al-
Hajjaj ibn Yusuf , subjugated Arabia and 'Iraq by brilliant though cruel
administration. During the reigns of 'Abd al-Malik's sons, armies
pushed the frontiers of the empire beyond the Oxus to the Jaxartes and
made Bukhara, Balkh and Saraarquand centers of Muslim culture. Even the
valley of the Indus and the Southern Punjab were subjugated. The second
of these soldiers, Musa ibn Nusayr, conquered further sections of North
Africa and organized the Berber country as part of the Islamic empire.

During the reign of al-Walid an officer of Musa's named Tariq
raided Spain, or al-Andalus. Musa followed Tarlq and invaded Spain
with a large army.

Note 1 - The Umayyad Caliphs

Mu' awlyah I
Yazld I
Mu'awiyaii II
Marwan I
'Abd al-Malik
al-Walld I
Sulayman

683-685
685-705
705-715
715-717

661-680
680-683
683

' Umar
Yazld II
Hi sham
al-Walid II
Yazld III
Ibrahim
Marwan II

744
744-750

717-720
720-724
724-743
743-744
744
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Under Sulayman an ambitious attack was made on Constantinople
itself, but Leo, the Isaurian, defended the city by using Greek fire
and by placing a chain across the Golden Horno

During this period the language of the public registers became
Arabic, an Islamic coinage was minted, a postal service was organized,
and Muslims as well as subject peoples were taxedo »Abd al-Malik built
the famous mosques at Jerusalem and his son, al-Walld, made over the
old church of Damascus into the great Umayyad Mosqueo

The Caliph 'Umar II was noted for his piety which resulted in
restrictions to humiliate the Christians and Jews. These regulations,
however, were short lived.

The Umayyad en^dre reached its greatest expanse at the time of
Hi sham who ruled from China to the Atlantic. He was followed by three
dissolute men who allowed the social life of the upper classes to be-
come corrupted by luxury and weakened by old tribal quarrels.

Taking advantage of the discontent which was undermining the
strength of the Umayyads the descendents of al- 'Abbas, who was one of
the Prophet's uncles, organized a clever intrigue to seize power. They
allied themselves with the discontented followers of 'All and the equal-
ly unhappy non-Arabian Muslims who disliked being ruled by Damascus.

In 747 A.D. Abu al- 'Abbas (descendent of the original al 'Abbas)
and his agent Abu-Muslim unfurled the black flag in Khurasan and started
a revolution which was Impossible to resist. Although the last Umayyad
Caliph, Marwan II , was abler than the weak men who preceded him, he was
defeated at the River Zab, a tributary of the Tigris, and in 750 A.D.
Damascus surrendered and the Caliph was killed. Only one member of the
family of Umayya escaped the slaughter which followed. He was the young
'Abd al-Rahman , who fled to Spain and continued the Umayyad dynasty in
that far away province.

Spain - The Umayyad Dynasty (See Note 2, page 3A)

Prom Tariq's first raid in 711 A.D. and Musa ibn Nusayr's better
organized Invasion the following year to the Battle of Tours in 732 A.D.,
the conquest of Spain was a brilliant chapter in the history of Islam.
But this success gave way to over twenty years of anarchy and tribal
jealousy.

When the 'Abbasid revolt took place in Syria and the yoimg Umayyad,
•Abd al-Rahman, fled to Spain, a large enough section of the army re-
mained loyal to the Spanish house of Umayya to end the local strife by
making him their ruler.

'Abd al-Rahman defeated Charlemagne's armies in 778 and ten years
later started to build the great mosque of Cordova. He and his immedi-
ate successors consolidated their kingdom and in 929 A.D. the third
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'Abd al^Rabman was proclaimed Callphb During his reign and that of
his successor al.»fi[akam Ij;.^ Cordova was made a brilliant center of
cultures

But decline soon aet in and plunged the land into a state of
feudal anarofay* The ymayyads themselves and then their competitors
struggled for control, 8o that there was no central power until 1090
when first the Miarablt and later the Muwahhld chiefs from Morocco con-
quered Spain. But gradually the Christians became strong until they
were able to foyoe ^ibute from the feudal lords of Islam and in time
to conquer theni,^ •

Muhammad ibn Yuauf Ibn Nasr founded the famous Nasrid Dynasty ,

which ruled Granada from 1232 to 1492,, He built Alhambra Palace and
his descendenfes kept alive Arab culture for many generations o But even
the Nasrids paid tribute to the Christian lords and when the forces of
Aragon and Castile were united by the marriage of Ferdinand and
Isabella, Granada fell into the hands of the Christians in 1492 A.D.
For centuries the Muslims and Jews were persecuted by the Inquisition
and driven from the land until, finally in 1609,,, Philip III drove half
a million papple from the country and cleared Spain of its Muslim
population,,.

Centered aljout the great university and library at Cordova, the
cultural life of Spain became one of the most important influences for
progress in Europe* Ibo Rushd (Averroes) was only one of a long list
of scholars who exerted an Important influence on scholastic thought
and hastened the coming of the Renaissance » The Alcazar of Seville and
the Alhambra of Granada exemplify the finest architectural development
of Islam in Spain.

^^^^ - ThQ 'Abbasid Caliphate < Period of Strength (see Note 3, page 3A)

Although the Umayyad dynasty continued In Spain, it completely
disappeared in the East,

Abu alo* Abbas, al»Saffah lived for four years after the revolu-
tion of 750 A.D., allowing him time to reorganize the Islamic Empire
with al-Kufah as the capital,

Abu Ja'far al-Mansur , his son, killed or subjugated all who
questioned his rule with relentless cruelty and built the new city of
Baghdad (or Dar al-Salam) as his capital. He entrusted to his Vizir,
Khalld lbn»Barraak, the development of his empire in accordance with
Persian rather than Byzantine or Arab traditions. The family of Barmak,
or Barmacides, practically ruled the empire during the reigns of al-Mahdi
and al-*Hadli. The son of Khalld was Yahya, whose two equally rich and
famous sons were al-Padl and Ja'far.

larun al-Rashid became the ruler of the East during the period
when Charlemagne was building up his empire in Europeo Even as crown
prince Harun distinguished himself by leading an army to the Bosphorus





Note 2

COMPARATIVE TABLE - EASTERN AND WESTERN POWERS

Note 3

3 A

The Umayyad Dynasty In Spain

'Abd al-Rahman I 756-788

Hi sham I 788-796

Al-Hakam I 79 6-822

'Abd al 'Rahman II 822-852

Muhammad I 852-886

Al-Mundhir 886-888

•Abdullah 888-912

'Abd al-Rahraan III 912-961
(Became Caliph)

Al-Hakam II

HI sham II

Muhammad II

Sulayman

961-976

976-1013

1009-1010

1009-1016

Period of degeneration with many
rival and incompetent heirs on
the throne =

Hisham III 1027-1031
the last Caliph.

After he was deposed anarchy resulted
with the Jahwarids at Cordova, the
Zirids at Granada, the Hamraudids at
Malaga, the 'Abbadids in Seville
and the Hudids in Saragossa.

The Murabit dynasty from Morocco
ruled Spain 1090-1147.

The Muwahhids ruled North Africa
and Spain from 1147 to 1212 when
they were defeated by the Christians.

The Nasrids ruled Granada until 149 2,
making it a center of culture.

The 'Abbasid Caliphs of 'Iraq

Abu al- 'Abbas
(al-Saffah)
Al-Mansur
Al-Mahdi
Al-Hadi
Harun al-Rashid
Al-Amin
Al-Ma 'mum
Al-Mu'tasim

750-754

754-775
775-785
785-786
786-809
809-813
813-833
833-842

Made Samarra the Capital.
Al-Wathiq 842-847
Al-Mutawakkll 847-861
Al-Munstasir 861-862
Al-Musta'in 862-866
Al-Mu'tazz 866-869
Al-Muhtadi 869-870
Al-Mu'tamid 870-89 2
Return to Baghdad

Al-Mu'tadid 892-902
Al-Muktafi 902-908
Al-Muqtadir 908-932
Al-Q,ahir 932-934
11-Radi 934-940
Al-Muttaqi 940-944
Al-Mustakfi 944-946
Al-Mutl 946-974
Al-Ta'i 974-991
Al-Cladir 991-1031
Al-fiia'im 1031-1075
Saljuq Domination and
Period of the Crusades.

Al-Muqtadi 1075-1094
Al-Mustazhir 1094=1118
Al-Mustarshid 1118-1135
Al-Rashid 1135-1136
Al-Muqtafi 1136-1150
Al-Mustanjid 1160-1170
Al-Mustadi 1170-1180
Al-Nasir 1180-1225
Al-2ahir 1225-1226
Al-Mustansir 1226-1242
Al-Musta'sim 1242-1258
Destruction of Baghdad by
Hulagu, the Tartar.

1492, Ferdinand and Isabella captured
Granada and organized the Inquisition.
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and forcing the Byzantine government to pay heavy tribute o He and
his wife Zubaydah are famous in Arab history for their generosity and
the splendour of the court

«

Harun put an end to the power of the Barmacides in what seemed
to be an ungrateful and cruel way but it left him sole master of his
empire. His government was an efficient one for his age. Trade with
lands as far distant as China and India flourished and encouraged an
International exchange of ideas as well as of goods

o

Arabic became the language of science and learnings while Baghdad
became the cultural center of the world, Harun and his son, al-Ma'mun ,

set the example by encouraging an interest in science and literature.
Greek and Syrlac speaking scholars were set to work translating manu~
scripts gathered from Syria, Jjiatolia and other places, Persian, Indian
and Jewish scholars were attracted to Baghdad and teams were sent as far
as India to study drugs and Other things. Mathematicians carried on re-
search experiments and astronomers perfected the calculations of Classic
times. Persecuted Nestorlan and i-^eoplatonlst scholars found refuge at
Jundishapur in Persia, where they developed an important center of medi-
cal science. When the 'Abbasids conquered Persia they made use of this
medical knowledge to found a medical center at Baghdad itself.

The caliphs and wealthy citizens built "bimaristans " or hospitals,
dispensaries, libraries and schools for scientific and literary study.
Many philanthropic and scientific foundations were established attract-
ing scholars to the capital. Even district governors and feudal lords
came to compete with the wealthy citizens of Baghdad by developing
cultural centers in the provinces.

Thus while Europe was still in darkness, the Muslim scholars were
masters of almost the entire content of Classic learning. They were
computing the circumference of the earth by research methods, studying
alchemy by laboratory experiments, building up a comprehensive knowledge
of materia medica, writing books on geography' almost as detailed as
modern Baedekers, compiling Important historical doc\iments, making col-
lections of folk tales, and studying the elements of music. It is
impossible in a short outline to mention the names of the scores of
scholars who were among the greatest thinkers who have ever lived.

Although the early 'Abbasids were closely allied to the Shl'ahj
this period of learning soon produced a spirit of agnosticism and free
thought. The Mu' tazillte school of thought frankly stated that the
Quran was created rather than eternally pre-existent . Both Greek and
oriental ideas encouraged mysticism, which was practiced by the dervish
orders of Sufis, or ascetics. The esoteric fraternities j which developed
among the Isma'iliyah, taught heretical ideas to their Initiated members.
Art, music and dancing were encouraged by the Court so that they became
popular rather than frowned upon as had been the case during the early
period of Islam.

The art of manufacturing paper was brought from China to
Samarquand and in 794 A.D. a paper factory was built at Baghdad. Natur-
ally this new art encouraged learning and facilitated government ad-
ministration.
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During this period of learning, the Copts of Egypt, the Greek
Orthodox and Jacobites of Syria, the Nestorlans of Central Asia and the
Jews enjoyed a great deal of toleration and prosperity.

In spite of the excellent postal system and well organized
government services which were developed, the empire was too large to
be administered in a highly centralized way. The provincial governors
had great power and feudal chiefs were only nominal subjects of the
Caliph, facts which produced a series of autonomous independent dynas-
ties not under the direct control of Baghdad. (See Note 4)

Note 4 - Independent Dynasties

Idrislds of Pas (Fez) in Morocco, 788-794.
; Founded by Idris, a great, great grandson of the Imam 'All

Aghlabids of al-Q,ayrawan in Tunis, 800-909.
Pounded by Ibn al-Aghlab, who revolted against Harun.

Tulunlds of Egypt , Palestine and Southern Syria, 868-905.
Pounded by Ibn Tulun, a Turkish officer who successfully
revolted

.

HaiTidanlds of Aleppo (Syria), 944-1001.
Pounded by Sayf al-Dawlah , who was a great patron of
learning and a bitter enemy of the Byzantines.

Tahirids of Haysabur , who ruled the eastern province's, 870-872.
Pounded by Tahir, the Governor of Khurasan, who revolted
against al-Ma'mun.

Saffarids who ruled Persia from 867-903.

Samanids of Transoxiana, who ruled the eastern provinces, 874-999,
falling heirs to the dynasties vifhich preceded them. Their
rule was enlightened, but they made the mistake of allowing
Tartar tribes to become powerful.

Ghaznawlds of Afghanistan and the Punjab, 962-1186.
Mahmud of Ghaznah was the most important member of the
dynasty.

Quarmatians (Carmatlans) of the Persian Gulf, 899 to end of
loth Century. A religious movement started by 'Abdullah
of Salarayah and Hamdan ^uarmat. It was one form of the
secret system of intrigue, which the Isma'iliyah devel-
oped, and it had communistic as well as religious
tendencies. Al-Ahsa (al-Hufuf) in the Hasa Plain of East
Arabia was their center, but they kept Souther 'Iraq in
a state of terror and stole the Black Stone from the
Ka'bah in 951.
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The 'Abbasld Caliphate , Period of Decline

Only a century after the rise of the 'Abbasids to power, the
Caliph al-Mu'ataslm moved the capital up the Tigris to Samarra. He
made this move to separate his bodyguard of Turkish mercenaries from
the mobs in Baghdad who greatly disliked them. But by making the
imported Turkish soldiers powerful in the new capital, the Caliph and
his successors grew exceedingly weak. From 869-883 a large body of
Zanj, or Negro slaves, carried on a deadly revolution in the marshes
of Southern 'Iraq, and for a century after their overthrow the dreaded
Qarmatlans kept the district of the Persian Gulf in a, state of terror,

Al-Mu'atadld fled from the Turkish troops of Samarra back to
Baghdad at the end of the 9th Century but the move only made matters
worse. For half a century semi-anarciy reigned at Baghdad, while in far
off Spain 'Abd al-Rahraan III was reviving the glory of the Umayyads.
One Major Dorno or "Amir al-Umara" after another seized control of the
government and most of the caliphs were deposed or killed by the ambi-
tious officers who controled the palace.

In 945 A.D. The Caliph al-Mustakf

1

submitted to Ahmad Ibn Buwayh
(known as Mu'lzz al-Dawlah) who entered Baghdad at the head of an army
of highlanders from the Caspian. From 945 to 1055 the Buwayhld family
really ruled the empire using the caliphs as puppets in an ignoinlnious
way. 'Adud al-Dawlah and his sons built a great hospital, observatory
and library at Baghdad but made Shiraz in Persia their military and
political center.

In 1055 A.D., a few years before William the Conqueror invaded
England. and the period of the Crusades began, Tughril Beg , the leader
of the Sal juq tribes of Turkish Tartars, drove out the Buwayhids from
Baghdad and gained control of the Empire. Tughril himself, his nephew
Alp Arslan , and the latter 's son Malik Shah reconquered regions which
had been lost to Islam during the period of anarchy, settled vast numb-
ers of Turkish nomads In Asia Minor, with Konleh as their center, and
revived the Intellectual life of Baghdad. The genius of their dynasty
was their Persian vizir, Nizam al-Mulk . V/hen he was killed by agents
of the terrible order of Hashshashln, or Assassins of Alamut in 1092,
the Sal juq power began to lose its strength.

During this period the Fatlralds were ruling Egypt, the Umayyad
regime in Spain was beginning to decline and Zangi founded the strong
feudal house, known as the Atabeg dynasty, in Syria and Northern 'Iraq.
His son Nur-al-Dln , and the even more famous successor Salah id-Din
( Saladln ) were the most active Muslim rulers during the period of the
early Crusades.

In 1194 Takash of Khwarizm overthrew the Saljuq rule and made
himself master of the East. But his regime was short lived. Genghis
Khan and his sons brought a flood of Tartars Into Transoxlana in 1219
and his grandson, Hulagu, destroyed Baghdad. In 1258 A.D. Hulagu raid-
ed Aleppo and Hama but returned to Persia before subduing Damascus.
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These events brought the 'Abbasld Caliphate to an end and left
the Eastern provinces of the Empire in a state of feudal warfare and
stagnation which lasted for centuries. Tiraur, or Tamerlane's, terrible
invasion at the end of the 14th Century and the gradual rise to power
of the Ottoman Turkish tribes during the century that followed, paralyzed
all Arab initiative in Jraq and the East. Baghdad was rebuilt as a
provincial Turkish city but it was not destined to reappear as an Arab
capital until after the World War.

The Patimld Caliphate of Egypt (See Note 5)

At the end of the Ninth Century, Abu 'Abdullah al-Hussayn al-
Shi'i of the Yaman went to North Africa where he carried on propaganda
so successfully that it enabled him to overthrow the ruling Aghlabid
dynasty and to make an Isma'iliyah leader ruler from Morocco to Egypto
This leader, who claimed to be a descendent of the Prophet's daughter,
Patimah, was Sa'id ibn-Husayn, 'Ubaydullah al-Mahdi „ He made al-Mahdiyah
in Tunis his capital and with a strong fleet controlled Sicilyj Malta,
Sardinia, Corsica and the Balearic Islands.

His son, al-Q,a ' im , even raided Southern Prance and occupied Genoa,,
During the reign of al-Mu' Izz the general Jawhar (al-Ruinl) laid out a
new city near the military post of al-Pustat, In 973 A.D„ this new city
of al-Q,ahiran ( Cairo ) became the capital. Jawhar also gained control of
the Hijaz and raided Syria.

Al- 'Aziz turned the new mosque of al-Azhar in Cairo into a
university which is the oldest now in existence. He was the greatest
of the Patimid Caliphs though he made the mistake of organizing a
bodyguard of foreign mercenary troops.

Al-Haklm , unlike the other Patimids, treated the Jews and Christ-
ians in an ignominious way and demolished the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre at Jerusalem. Before he died in 1021 A.D., he became intimately
associated with the newly organized sect of Druzes . This group was
developed by Darazl, Hamzah and other missionaries along the lines of a
secret Isma'iliyah fraternity. It began at the foot of Mt, Herraon, gradu-
ally spread over Southern Lebanon, and later occupied the Bashan district
south of Damascus ( Jabal al-Druze)

.

Note 5 - The Patimid Caliphs

Al-Mahdi
Al-t^a'lm
Al-Mansur
Al-Mu 'izz
Al- 'Aziz
Al-Haklm
Al-Zahir

909-934
934-946
946-952
952-975
975-996
996-1021
1021-1035

Al-Mustansir
Al-Musta'll
Al-Amir .

Al-Haflz
Al-Zaflr
Al-Pa'lz
Al-'Adld

1035-
1094-
1101-
1130-
1149-
1154-
1160-

1094
1101
1130
1149
1154
1160
1171
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Although the Patiinld Caliphs did not develop a culture as
brilliant as that of Baghdad they, nevertheless, encouraged science,
literature and architecture, and brought Arab ideas close to Europe,
The early medical schools of Salerno and Padua derived much of their
science from Arab Sicily, as the School of Montpelller transmitted
Arab medicine from Spain into Prance.

After al-Hakim's reign the caliphs were puppets in the hands
of adventurers. Sicily fell to the Normans, North Africa became
autonomous, and Syria was occupied first by the Saljuqs and later by
the Atabegs. Famines, plagues, high taxes and rebellions wasted the
strength of Egypt for over a cent\iry.




